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Some Thoughts on
English Conversation Sessions at BiVi

15T HEZPE Adrienne Garden

In October 2018 I held an English conversation session at BiVi and would like to

record my thoughts on it.

About 40 people were good enough to attend, and it was, for me, a very enjoyable
time.

Most of the comments written on the questionnaire were positive, but there
were also some negative ones which I would like to consider along with my own

impressions.

For me the biggest problem was deciding what level of English speakers to plan
the session for. This was an important issue because in the past I have taught
an English conversation class for members of the general public with which I
experienced some difficulties. This was because the participants had different
expectations. Some wanted to study basic everyday English and were happy with
textbook I had chosen to use. Others wanted to have a chance to talk freely in

English and were disappointed.

It was on the basis of this experience that I decided to create an opportunity for
free talking. Overall I think the session was a success, but there were some issues
that I would like to think about if I have an opportunity to hold another session in

the future.

First, as happened with the course I taught many years ago, the level of English
of each participant was different. Naturally, I did not mind this. In fact, I had
expected it, but it may have made the session a little bit boring for some of the
more advanced speakers of English, although nobody complained. Certainly, the
session would have gone more smoothly if all the participants had the same kind
of experience of using English. But the objective was to give anybody who was
interested some contact with English, so I was glad to see so many people in the

classroom.

Talking of the classroom, it was too big for the needs of the group. Even though
we moved the desks forward so we could all be as close together as possible, it was
difficult to create a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. I would have been happier
if the participants could have talked to each other as well as me in English. Also,
some participants remarked that they couldn’ t hear me or the other participants

well and wished a microphone had been used. Certainly this was a problem.



I preferred not to use a microphone because it seemed too formal and unnatural

and might make participants nervous, but perhaps I should have.

What, then, can be done to make another such session go more smoothly? First I
think participants may feel more satisfied if the level of English of everybody in any
one group is similar. This might require holding two separate sessions. Having said
this, some participants were happy to have a chance just to listen to English without
being obliged to talk. This issue needs further thought and I would welcome

suggestions from participants about what they would prefer.

As mentioned above, another issue was the classroom. A cozier space with chairs
with armrests arranged in a circle would have made it possible for everybody to
sit closer together and also have allowed everybody to be heard without using a
microphone. There was also some noise from outside the room which made it

difficult to hear sometimes. These are matters that BiVi needs to think about.

A very important issue is, of course, what to talk about. For me, October’ s session
was a trial run and I asked participants to talk about their experiences living or
traveling overseas. If I hold another session, I think it might be a good idea to
prepare some photographs to encourage discussion of, for example, travel or life
in New Zealand or Japan. I would very much like participants to suggest topics. It
might be a good idea to decide the theme in advance so participants can do some

research on the Internet and talk or ask about what they learned there.

Finally, I have long felt that one of the best ways to manage a free talking session
might be to have two native speakers present. The native speakers could discuss the
topics of the session with each other as well as with the participants. In this way
everyone would get to hear more natural English and pick up new words as well as
information on the topic to use when their turn to talk comes around. I would very

much like to try this way of holding an English speaking session if I can arrange it.

And so, my first English Speaking Session has left me with quite a few things
to think about. I would be glad to get more input from those who are interested
in attending to help me prepare for a future session so that it will meet the

expectations of all participants.
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